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Intro. Instructions Concerning Conduct in the Church.
I Tim. 2:1-3:14, 15, 16
Thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God…the church of the living God.
(1) Instructions Concerning the Conduct of False Teachers.
1:3-20

(2) Instructions Concerning the Commitment to Prayer
2:1-7

(3) Instructions Concerning the Congregation of Men and Women.
2:8-15

(4) Instructions Concerning the Church Elders and Deacons.
3:1-13
A. Instructions Concerning the Character of Elders.
I Tim. 3:1-7
1. The Aspiration for Overseership – the office_of_a_bishop.
I Tim. 3:1
This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.
a. This is a Noteworthy Dictum: (Gk. Pistos) it is trustworthy, true, faithful and sure.

b. It Needs a Desire: (Gk. Oregomai) Lit. to Stretch oneself to reach after; to Set one’s heart on; to aspire.

c. It is a Noble Duty - the office_ of_ a_ bishop (Gk. Episcope, one word).
i. His Function as an Overseer – a Superintendant.  [Episcope = inspection by impl. Superintendence]
ii. His Fatherliness as an Elder – a Senior, not a novice. [presbuteros from presbus (elderly), thus, a senior]
Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.
I Tim. 3:6

Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren.
I Tim. 5:1

iii. His Faithfulness as a Pastor – a Shepherd  [poimen = a shepherd (lit. or fig. a shepherd, pastor)]
d. Three Names are used of the same person/s.

i. Acts 20:17 
- {from Miletus he [Paul] sent to Ephesus, and called the elders [presbuteros] of the church.
Acts 20:28 
- {Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost

    hath made you overseers [episkopos], to feed [poimaino] the church of God...

ii. I Pet. 5:1 
- The elders (presbuteros) which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder. 
iii. I Pet. 5:2 
- Feed (poimaino) the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight [episkopeo] 

2. The Appointment of the Overseers – the recognition of elders.

a. Primarily – Appointment is by the Holy Spirit: 
Acts 20:28

Over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers.

b. Secondarily by Apostles and Apostolic Designates.

i. By Apostles - when they had ordained them elders in every church.
Acts 14:23

ii. By Apostolic Designates - …
Titus: left I thee in Crete, that thou …ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.
Tit. 1:5

Timothy: As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus... that thou mightest charge some...
I Tim. 1:3
c. Currently – by recognition of those in the task (not an appointment to the task):
I Thes. 5:12
Brethren…know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;
i. Know the Elders who Labour among you and are over you in the Lord...
and not those,  as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.
I Pet. 5:3
Check them against the List of qualifications.
I Tim 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9
ii. Test the Deacons, let them also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, 
being found blameless.
I Tim. 3:10
3. The Added number of the Overseers – the plurality of elders in one church.

a. Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church.
Acts 14:23
b. He sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.
Acts 20:17
c. The Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God.
Acts 20:28
d. To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
Phil. 1:1
e. I left you behind in Crete…so that you…should appoint elders in every town.
Tit. I:5, NRSV
f. The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder.
I Pet. 5:1

4. The Attributes of the Overseers – the qualification of Elders.
I Tim. 3:2-7
See the Comparison Chart of the qualifications of Elders and Deacons.
#B.2b

5. The Attention to be given to the Overseers.

a. Recognise them – 
know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord…
I Thes. 5:12
b. Respect them  
  – {Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 

c. Reimburse them – {especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.


I Tim. 5:17, 18
d. Remember them which have the rule over you…

Heb. 13:7
e. Rebuke them not – Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.
5:19, 20

f. Resist them not – Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves:

Heb. 13:17a
6. The Accounting by the Overseers.
Heb. 13:17

Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,
as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

7. The Admonishment of the Overseers.


Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.

I Tim. 5:19
Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.
I Tim. 5:20
B. Instructions Concerning the Conduct of Deacons.
I Tim. 3:8-13
1. The Definition of Deacons.

Literally “deacon” (diakonos) means a “humble servant.”
Cf. Jesus, the Deacon/Minister (diakonos) Who came to minister (diakoneo).
Rom. 15:8 Mk. 10:45

2. The Duties of Deacons – See the Comparison Chart of the qualifications of Elders and Deacons.
#B.2b

a. The Original deacons – their Prototype and Profile.
Acts 6:1-6

i. The Men – look ye out among you seven men
6:3a

ii. Their Maturity – men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom
6:3b

iii. Their Mandate – brethren, look ye out among you… whom we may appoint…
6:3a, c

iv. Their Ministry – serve tables… the daily ministration (the daily distribution of food, NIV)… 6:1, 2


Note: Deacons are not Elders and are not reckoned as included in the Oversight.

b. The “Office of the Deacon”.
I Tim. 3:8-10, 12, 13
i. The Distinctives of and Differences between the Deacon and an Elder – Comparison Chart:-

	No.
	Description (KJV/NIV)
	Elder/Deacon
	I Timothy 3
	Titus 1

	A.

1.

2.
	1. PERSONAL 

Blameless (above reproach)

Sober (self-controlled)
	Elder, deacon

Elder
	3:2

3: 2
	1: 8

	3.
	No striker…but patient (not violent, gentle)
	Elder
	3.3
	1:7

	4.
	Not a brawler (quarrelsome)
	Elder
	3:3
	

	5.
	Not greedy of filthy lucre… covetous 

(a lover of money)
	Elder 
	3: 3
	

	6.
	Not self-willed (not overbearing)
	Elder
	
	1:7

	7.
	Not soon angry (not quick-tempered)
	Elder
	
	1: 7

	8.
	Lover of good men (loves what is good)
	Elder
	
	1: 8

	9.

10.
	Temperate (disciplined)

Just (upright)
	Elder

Elder
	
	1:8

1:8

	11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

B.

1.
	Vigilant (temperate)

Of good behaviour (respectable)

Not given to wine (drunkenness)

Not greedy of filthy lucre 

(does not pursue dishonest gain)

Not double-tongued (Sincere)
Let these also first be proved (tested)

DOMESTIC 

Conjugal
	Elder, deacon

Elder, deacon

Elder, deacon

Elder, deacon

Deacon

Deacon


	3:2, 8

3:2, 8

3: 3, 8

3: 8

3:8

3:10


	1:7

1: 7

1: 7



	
	Husband of one wife (of but one wife) –
One-wife husband? One wife at any one time? Have a wife?
	Elder, deacon
	3: 2; 3: 12
	1:6

	2.
	Parental
	
	
	

	a.
	One that ruleth well his own house (his family) 
	Elder, deacon
	3: 4, 12
	

	b.
	Having his children in subjection with all gravity (children obey him)
	Elder, deacon
	3: 4, 5, 12
	1:6

	C.

1.

2.

D.
	SOCIAL 

Given to hospitality (hospitable)

Have a good report of them which are without (Has a good reputation with outsiders)
SPIRITUAL
	Elder

Elder


	3:2

3:7


	1:8

1:6



	1.

2.

3.

4.
	Apt to teach (able to teach.)

Not a novice (not a recent convert)

Holding the mystery of the faith 

(Keeps hold of the deep truths)

Holy
	Elder

Elder

Elder, deacon

Elder
	3:2; 5:17

3:6

3: 9


	1:9

1:9

1:8


ii. The Deacon’s wife?  

I Tim. 3:11
· She is Part of the Deacon’s Distinctives and Context.

3:11
·  Part of vv. 10 and 12 – Dealing with the Deacon – even so/Likewise

3:10, 12

i.e. part of v. 10 and not an introduction to a new Category, but a Continuation.


· Part of 2:8-3:15 – the Context dealing with the Conduct of the Church.

3:15 cf.  2:8-15


i.e. part of the instructions to the Church regarding the Conduct of women.

Cf. 2:11, 12

· She is the Partner of the Deacon – her Character: not slanderer, sober and faithful in all things. 
3:11, 12



iii. A Deaconess?  

I Tim. 3:11
· Compare Phoebe, a deacon of the Church at Cenchreae – her Commendation.
Rom. 16:1, NIV


I Commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae.
Rom. 16:1
· Contrast all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.  Phil. 1:1

C. Instructions Concerning the Church
I Tim. 3:14-16
These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:

15  But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
1. Paul’s Pastoral Instructions to Timothy for the Church – foregoing and succeeding.
I Tim. 3:14

These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:

2. The Purpose of Writing: that Believers mayest know how…to Behave…in the house of God. 
3:15a
3. The Pillar and Ground of the truth – the Church is a Building, the Bulwark and the Base of the truth.
 3:15b


The house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

4. The Person in the great mystery, hidden in the OT but now revealed in the NT
Cf. Eph. 5:32; 3:4-6

– the Christ Who became Man to Bring about the Church of Believers, His Body, and now returned to glory!

great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
Conclusion: The Church being the Guardian of the Truth of God must Guard it with Good leaders who know, teach and practise the truth, and well-behaved members who will submit to the truth and both (leaders and members) to defend the truth from its enemies from inside and outside. (I Tim. 4:1ff)
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